
Expressions of
Feminism

In our society, there are expectations
about how you should behave

depending on your gender and these
can have dangerous and destructive

effects. However, it doesn't need to be
this way. 

We asked the young people
of Belfast  to imagine what
the world would look like if

we had gender equality and
produce a piece of art to

reflect this.

St Peter's Immaculata
Youth Club

- Divis - 

Lagmore Youth Project
- Lagmore -

The young people at St Peter's Immaculata
wanted to show how important it is that

men understand gender equality as well as
women. They boys in the group found it
useful to listen to the girls about their

experiences and views and they came to
the decision that everyone needs to stick

together as gender equality benefits
everyone. They chose 3 quotes that

summed this up and felt that the image of
the scales and people holding hands best

symbolised their view that we need to
work together to ensure that one day all

genders are treated equally.

The young women’s group at Lagmore
Youth Project were keen to show that

feminism isn’t just a women’s cause and
that men can suffer too from the

perpetuation of stereotypical gender
norms. The two key issues that they felt
were most relevant to them were issues

of female sexualisation and male
displays of emotion. They imagine a

world where girls can walk the street on
their own without fear and boys can cry
and express their emotions. The empty
speech bubbles in the top right picture
capture beautifully the idea of a world

where women can be themselves
without judgement or harassment.
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QUB Gender Network would
like to thank everyone who
made this project possible.

The artwork this group chose to create was
inspired by Daniel Qasar’s 2018 “Progress Flag”

which keeps the 6-stripe Pride rainbow flag at its
base but adds a chevron along the hoist to

represent marginalized people of colour, trans
individuals, and those living with HIV/AIDS. The
arrow points to the right to symbolise progress

but its position on the flag suggests that there is
still more to be done. 

The young people decided to then break this
down and explore its component parts which

they have added below the image, before adding
handprints to symbolise the work needed to

build this future. 
 

Rosario also created a
piece reflecting their

work on women’s rights.
This piece shows us a
history of the feminist

movement while the flag
imagines a more equal

and diverse future. 
 

The twelve-year-olds at Belfast South
Community Resources came up with
the ingenious idea of using punch art
as a symbol of how they wanted to
stamp out gender inequality. They

covered their hands with paint and let
their anger out on the blank canvas

before adding positive affirmations for
the future. 

This group have also
made a short video
to explain the
gender norms they
want erased and
they’ve added a QR
code in top corner
of each of their
pieces so you can
scan it and see the
video. 


