
 

What would our society look like if we had gender equality? 
 

Background: 

As we grow up and in our everyday lives, we are faced with stereotypes and norms that tell us how 

we should behave. Often the images we have in our head or the lessons we are taught about how 

we should act are influenced by ideas that our society has about gender. These images are all around 

us – on TV and cinema screens, in magazines, on our social media feeds, in our schools, our 

churches, and even our laws – and they have negative impacts on how we experience the world. 

When girls are taught to be quiet and caring, or don’t have positive role models in sport or politics or 

careers, this affects what they imagine it means to be a woman. Likewise, when boys are taught to 

be tough and strong, there can be disastrous effects in terms of their mental health, their ideas 

about fatherhood or what jobs they think they can do. Beyond this, we need to acknowledge that 

many people’s bodies do not reflect the gender they are and that many people do not fit in to the 

categories of men and women that our society teaches us we should. 

What would our society look like if we had gender equality, if all genders were treated the same? 

Would families look different? Would the jobs people do look different? Would people be happier? 

Would we see more men as stay-at-home fathers? More women as leaders? Would women be more 

comfortable walking alone at night? Would women’s sports be on TV as much as men’s? Would 

more boys do well in school? Would more men be speaking about their feelings? Would the trans 

community be more visible in our society? Would we stop thinking about gender altogether? 

The Brief:  

We’re asking you to think about the ways that gender inequality affect you and the people around 

you and imagine what would happen if we could take this away. We’ve included some information in 

this pack to help you understand the ways that gender inequality affects people around the world 

and are asking you to imagine that these problems were solved. What would we see? 

You can choose to imagine or represent gender equality in any way you like – maybe you want to 

make a collage of people who are role-models; draw a new, equal Belfast; write a poem or record a 

song; make a short film or advertisement – it’s entirely up to you. Be as creative as you like.  

All we ask is that you use your imagination and have conversations with your group about this, 

working together to imagine a future that works for everyone. Each youth group can submit up to 3 

entries (we understand that in the time of covid you might need to split your youth group up), and 

the project is aimed at 13-16 year olds. We hope to display your work in an exhibition at Queen’s 

this summer but the deadline for submissions is 31st May 2021 so we can arrange this. 

Please think about how you wish to submit your artwork and get in touch with us to let us know. 

You may wish to take a photograph of a physical piece initially and then present it to us at the 

exhibition, or you may want to create a digital piece that you need us to print.  


